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TOWN OF WENHAM 

Veteran’s Committee 
Meeting of 12 March 2019 

Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
  
  
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Committee members, a meeting of the Veterans Committee was posted for 0900 on Tuesday 12 March 2019 in the Selectmen 
Chambers. 
 
The mission of the Veterans Committee is to perpetuate and support the Veteran’s, ceremonies, events, and other activities in the Town of 
Wenham.  The Veterans Committee consists of up to (9) members appointed by the Board of Selectmen (BOS) who will assist Veterans and 
their families, as appropriate, in cooperation with other organizations and agencies. The Veterans Committee was appointed by the Board of 
Selectmen on 21 March 2017.    
B. Blanchard (2020); R. Breaker (2020); J. Bubriski (2020); W. Dodge (2021); M. Lucy (2021); D. Pedersen (2021); P. Hersee (2019); 
Selectman J. Wilhelm, Ex-officio Voting (2019); William Wilson (2019) 
  
 
• Call to order - With a quorum present, Mr. Pedersen called the meeting to order at 0900. 
Committee present: Dean Pedersen, Chair; Bruce Blanchard; Robert Breaker; Joe Bubriski; Win Dodge; Peter Hersee; Bill Wilson  
Not present: Mike Lucy; Jack Wilhelm  
Also present: Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary; Gary Cheeseman, Chair Cemetery Commission 
 

 
• Minutes – 12 February 2019  
Vote: The Committee unanimously approved the minutes of 12 February 2019. 
 
• Wreaths Across America: Financial Plan  
Mr. Dodge followed up with the Veteran’s Agent on key dates and information from Wreaths Across America to begin 
fundraising for 2019.  The goal is place a wreath on each Veterans’ marker at the Main Street Wenham Cemetery on December 14 
in conjunction with the Wreaths Across America wreath placement at Arlington Cemetery. 
Due to the timing of the upcoming events, it was recommended that the Veteran’s Committee meet with the Board of Selectmen 
and use Memorial Day as the “kick- off” for the fundraising campaign. 
Donations must be received by Wreaths Across America no later than December 2.  
Mr. Wilson also suggested to include a summary of the 2018 Wreath Across America ceremony and campaign information when 
mailing Wenham Veterans/families about the upcoming ceremonies including the April 24 coffee hour at COA, as well as a small 
flyer to have at Town events. 
The Committee agreed a follow-up mailing in late fall would be appropriate with a request for volunteers. 
There was a discussion to use social media and Mr. Breaker noted the Town has a Facebook Page for the Town Clerk, Police 
Department and to possibly use these to reach out to residents.  The HW Chronicle would be asked to write an article to promote 
the project, volunteer opportunities, and fund raising. 
The Committee thought that the way the donations was set up last year to drop off a check at town hall made out to Wreaths 
Across America, and to link the website for Wreaths Across America directly from the Town’s web page to make a donation 
worked well.  Mr. Wilson agreed to be the point of contact for Wreaths Across America.  
If there is an opportunity, the Committee will consider promoting Wreaths Across America with the Town of Hamilton but 
maintaining separate fundraising and ceremonies. 
 
• Veterans Memorial update  
Mr. Blanchard noted the pavers were snow covered and could not be seen.  He has an order for a paver for Stu Corning. 
Once the snow is gone the Committee will be able to see where an additional row of pavers could be installed. 
The spot light on the America flag at the memorial has been adjusted and reported to be adequately lighting the flag at night. 
The wreaths placed on the memorial are brown; Mr. Pedersen offered to take them off. 
 
• Memorial Day update 
The Chair has a check off list for the day.  The Town Administrator’s office will contact the involved groups.  
The Committee continues to look for a speaker. 
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• Recognition of Stuart Corning  
Mr. Dodge remarked that a paver is being ordered for Stu Corning to be installed at the Veteran’s Memorial in time for Memorial 
Day but observed it was uncertain if Mr. Corning would attend the service but suggested the Veteran’s Committee prepared a way 
to recognize Mr. Corning.  
 
Discussion followed if this recognition should be on Memorial Day or separate i.e. at a BOS meeting. 
The Committee concurred to present the paver at a BOS meeting with the Veteran’s Committee and invited guests and suggest 
the family provide a brief bio to be read regarding Mr. Corning’s service. 
 
• The Council on Aging is holding a Veterans Coffee on 24 April 2019. 
 
• Joint Town Memorial Day Parade Exploratory Committee update  
A request was made to the Hamilton Board of Selectmen to create an exploratory Committee to consider a joint parade on 
Memorial Day for Hamilton and Wenham to minimize the length of events for the marching bands etc. 
The Chair also met with Legion Post Commander regarding how this idea may work and concluded it would be a nice thing but 
logistics are not convenient. One possibility was to have a joint parade and separate ceremonies at the respective cemeteries. 
This is now up to the BOS to discuss putting together such a committee. 
 
 
• Next meetings:  April 9 & May 14 
 
• Adjournment – The Committee unanimously adjourned at 0953. 

 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
3.22.19 
 
 
 


